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ABSTRACT 

This publication is the second step in the on-aoinq, 
continual monitoring and evaluation survey study of Tennessee's Adult 
Basic Education (ABE) programs; the first was the publication of 
"Data Tables for the 1969 Evaluation Survey of Tennessee Adult Basic 
Education programs." The document is divided into six chapters. The 
first presents a brief historical and legal description of ABE in the 
United States and in Tennessee and Tennessee's adult population 
characteristics. The second covers survey procedures and the various 
means of obtaining data--the use of the Base-Line Data File, the ABE 
teacher files, and the APE student files, and others. The third and 
fourth chapters discuss student and teacher characteristics: student 
enrollment, participation, attraction to the ABE program, and the 
holding of students; and teacher training, preparedness, and 
capability. Chapter five outlines the instructional 
process--cooperat ive programs^ »media and materials, and teaching 
methodology. The last chapter discusses teacher recruitment, and 
provides a number of recommendations. (PT) 
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PREFACE 



The itudy of Tennessee 1 ! Adult Basic Education Programs was conceived as 
an on-going, continual monitoring and evaluation survey. This publication is th? 
second step toward achieving the purposes to be accomplished. The first step was 
the publication of Data Tables of the 1969 Evaluation Survey of Tennessee Adult 
Basic Education Programs. Together, these two documents are benchmarks in 
Tennessee Adult Basic Education. 

The contributions to both publications should be acknowledged here because 
they have been significant. The survey staff is indebted to the consultants and to 
local ABE program personnel who acted in consultant roles. The Advisory 
Committee, collectively and individually, has given freely of time, expertise, and its 
own efforts to assist the staff in conducting the survey. 

Particularly significant has been the contribution of Mr. Charles Kerr, Adult 
Education Coordinator, and his staff of supervisors. Their participation has been 
invaluable since the beginning of the study, working with the survey staff and 
sharing their knowledge of both local and state programs. 

To til of these contributors the staff is appreciative of their efforts. 



Fred K. Bellott, Director 
Bureau of Educational 
Research and Services 
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CHAPTER 1 
OVERVIEW 



Congress has determined that it it in the national interest that the current and 
prospective manpower and educational needs of citizens be identified and that 
persons who can benefit should be prepared by Adult Basic Education (ABE) and 
other programs for initial employment or advancement to meet the socio-economic 
requirements of citizenship.' Programs that Congress hat provided to meet the 
basic education needs of adults are authorized in the following legislation: 



Public Law 88452 
Public Uw 89-750 

Public Uw 67-8S 
Public Uw 83414 
Public Uw 87-543 
Public Uw 8 7-5 1 4 
Public Uw 83-565 

Public Uw 90-576 



Office of Economic Opportunity 
Health, Education and Welfare, Office of 
Education 

Department of Interior 
Department of Justice 
Health, Education and Welfare (Welfare) 
Department of Ubor 
Vocational Rehabilitation Act, Health, 
Education and Welfare, Office of Education 
Health, Education and Welfare, 

Office of Education 



In each of these laws, there is provision for the basic education of adults in the 
implementation of the law. 



Historical Description and Provision foe ABE 

The direct intent of Public Uw 88452, adopted in 1964, which created the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, included provision and responsibility for Adult 
Basic Education. Most of thh responsibility was trtmfened to the Office of 
Educethn through the adoption of whet ft referred to at the Adult Besk Eaucethn 
Act that was a portion of Public Uw 89-750 enacted in I966. 1 The program 
remains a functional responsibility of the US. Office of Education. 

The Adult Basic Education Program -established under the Adult 
Education Act of 1966 -is administered by the US. Office of Education 
chiefly through grants to State educational agencies. All States and 
outlying areas of the United States participate in the program. The 
recipients in turn provide funds to local schools to pay teachers and 
administrators; cover the costs of facilities, equipment, and supplies; 



*U.S, Depart meal of Heahfc, Education and Welfare, Office of Economic Opportunity, 
Cuelotof FtdtnH Atdttmce hogrmt, sections Maad 1.3(1967). 

C^ntpesk Senate and Boost. Title in, "Elementary and Secondary E deration 
A-nendment* of 1%4> AMt bhxitio* Act oft KS, M>. L 90-576, S9th Cot*, Id sets., 
November 3, 1946, H.V 13161. 
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